
 

Ivy 

I’ve lived in this house in Teddington, just off the High Street, for 30 
years. I moved here from Whitton where I shared a house with my 
mother and my family. When I first moved into this house there was 
a noisy factory which made exhaust pipes. It then changed to a 
printing firm. 

In the 90’s there were a lot of different, small houses - since then 
there have been lots of extensions on the roofs, going higher and 
higher. 

It was very quiet in the street, there were only two cars in my road 
at the time, now of course every family has one car at least. 

St Albans has changed so much of course, it’s now called the 
Landmark Arts Centre at the end of the High Street. When I came 
here it was a big disused church, but in the mid-1990s  they turned 
it into what it is now, and there are lots of concerts and events on 
there. 

The shops have changed a lot of course. Before there were little 
independent shops down the High Street, and now there are bigger 
stores. 
I used to work as a florist in Twickenham and then here in 



Teddington.

Teddington used to be so quiet, not that busy  - but there are so 
many houses packed in now and many, many more people.

In Udney Park Rd there were allotments and it was so much more 
open- much of it has since been built on.

I came to Teddington with my husband, he only died three years 
ago. He worked at the airport and cycled there every day - can you 
imagine ?
My son now takes me for a big shop to Sainsbury’s and Lidl, and 
then we have lunch out at Côte.

I’ve always been well but it’s just my knee now. I go to the the 
hydrotherapy pool in Teddington, which  is a new thing. 

Teddington has got better since I first came here 30 years ago. It’s 
got more facilities, bigger shops, more transport - more trains ands 
buses. 
And Bushy Park. of course, is so lovely. 

I really like living in Teddington, everyone is so friendly here and  
I’m in a cul-de-sac and it makes a difference, and people look out 
for you. Everyone talks to each other and helps each other. I like 
that we live in a built up area but you still get lots of wildlife. I like to 
see the foxes and squirrels in the garden and I have bird feeders, 
which attract lots of different birds. 

(As told to the Teddington & Hampton Wick Voluntary Care Group) 
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